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Introducing “Federal Register 2.0”… the  
daily journal of the United States government 
transformed for 21st-century democracy. 



“Whenever the people are 

well-informed, they can 

be trusted with their own 

government.” 

Thomas Jefferson, 1789

On July 26, 2010, the Office of 

the Federal Register and the 

Government Printing Office 

launched an experimental “Web 

2.0” version of the Federal Register 

on the 75th anniversary of the 

Federal Register Act. The Federal 

Register Act was a landmark 

achievement in establishing open 

access to government information 

as a right of the American people. 



Inside the Federal Register 2.0 Website News Sections for Broad Topical Areas of Interest

Money, Environment, World, Science & Technology,  
Business & Industry, Health & Public Welfare

The Federal Register 2.0 website reorganizes the dense 
format of the printed edition into news sections for Money, 
Environment, World, Science & Technology, Business & Industry, 
and Health & Public Welfare, along with tools that 21st Century 
readers expect to see in web media. 

Each news section features the most significant and sought 
after regulatory actions, policy documents, meeting notices,  
and other announcements of greatest public interest. 

The Federal Register is the daily journal of the United States 
government. This new experimental website, dubbed “Federal 
Register 2.0” presents the Federal Register as a daily web 
newspaper, with a clear layout and useful tools to guide  
readers to popular topics and the most relevant documents. 

The Federal Register 2.0 prototype will be an unofficial, 
informational resource until the Administrative Committee  
of the Federal Register issues a regulation to grant it official 
legal status. 



Special Features in News Sections The Expanded Table of Contents

News section pages encourage public participation in 
government decision-making by linking to documents newly 
open for comment, or closing soon. The sidebar also lists 
documents by popularity and related topic. A rich set of news 
feed subscriptions are offered, including alerts for rules defined 
as “significant” under Executive Order 12866. 

Browse the table of contents for an overview of each issue. New 
features include a calendar to jump to any issue of the Federal 
Register, a mini-table of contents on the right side to quickly 
navigate down the page, and a dashboard of document types in 
the current issue. Official PDF files are available for viewing and 
printing alongside unofficial Federal Register 2.0 XML files.



Comprehensive and Modern Search Engine A Clean Layout for Readability

Use a customized search engine to explore the Federal Register 
from 1994 to present. Choose from a search of all documents, 
or focus on rules becoming effective, documents open for 
comment, and public meetings. Narrow results by date, 
document type, news section, agency, topic, and location. 

Federal Register documents are transformed into clear, 
readable articles with XML data from GPO’s Federal Digital 
System (FDsys). The “Summary” appears in the forefront, and 
key headings and metadata extracts are placed in a separate 
information box to the right. 



Integration with Regulations.gov & the Unified Agenda Navigation Links and Web Links to FDsys

Documents open for public comment display a countdown 
banner to show the number of days remaining in the comment 
period. The Federal Register 2.0 website integrates seamlessly 
with Regulations.gov and the Unified Agenda to make it 
easy for users to submit comments directly into the official 
e-Rulemaking docket, and to view the history of a rulemaking 
action through a regulatory timeline.

Internal tables of contents provide easy navigation into the 
text of complex documents. External links direct users to other 
Federal Register documents, the Code of Federal Regulations, 
the United States Code, and other publications on FDsys. 



Links to Graphics Improved Table Formats

Thumbnails of images and links to tables are compiled  
for quick reference.

Tables are transformed into a clear, easy-to-read format,  
with shading and color elements.



Pinpoint Citation Ribbon Pop-up Footnotes

Paragraph level citations and page numbers can be exposed  
for handy reference and to create shareable links.  

Inline footnotes hover over text for continuous reading  
in context.  



Legal Assurance and XML Data

The official, digitally authenticated PDF files of Federal Register 
documents are posted in parallel with the unofficial XML  
files on Federal Register 2.0. For the developer community,  
XML bulk data downloads are available for each document  
on the website.



Topical Browsing 

Users can choose from about 3000 Federal Register topics to 
find articles of interest. 

Agency Home Pages

Each department, sub-agency, and independent agency, board, 
and commission has a specialized “home page” for users who 
follow a particular federal agency.  



Visit the Federal Register 2.0 website at: 
www.FederalRegister.gov 

Send comments and suggestions to:  
OpenFederalRegister@nara.gov


